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Useful Local Contacts 
 

East Cowton Parish Council:  
Chairman – Elaine Simpson;  
Parish Clerk – Judith Kilsby 01325 378473 
North Cowton Parish Council:  
Chairman - Jeremy Marley;  
Parish Clerk - Alison Hughes 01325 378326 
Richmondshire Council Offices: (for North 
Cowton) Phone: 01748 829100 
Mercury House, Station Road, Richmond,  
North Yorkshire DL10 4JX 
Hambleton Council Offices: (for East & South 
Cowton) Call on 0845 1211 555 or 01609 779977 
Civic Centre, Stone Cross, Northallerton,  
North Yorkshire, DL6 2UU 
Local Doctors: 
Scorton Medical Centre: 01748 811320 
Mowbray House, Northallerton: 01609 760002 
Mayford House Northallerton:  01609 772105 
Hospitals: 
Friarage Hospital, Northallerton: 01609 779911 
Non-urgent only. 
James Cook University Hospital Middlesbrough: 
01642 850850 (24hr switchboard) 
 http://southtees.nhs.uk 
Darlington Memorial Hospital: 
01325 380100 http://www.cddft.nhs.uk 
Public Transport: Trains:  Stations at Darlington & 
Northallerton. (East Coast Mainline) National Rail 
enquiries: 08457 48 49 50 
Buses: Hodgsons no.72 bus to Darlington & 
Northallerton. Enquires: 01833 630730  
 

East Cowton Village Hall Contact:  
Secretary- Peter Ball 01325 378340 
North Cowton Village Hall Contact:  

Dave Hughes 01325 378326 
ncvh.contact@gmail.com 
All Saints’ Annexe Contact:  
Traudel Walker 01325 378531 
etemba@btinternet.com 
Cowtons & Countryside U3A  
Chairman: Denis Smith 01325 378630 
1st Great Smeaton Cubs & Scouts:  
Pat Watson 01325 378783 
Cycling Group Contact:   
John Yorke 07795 097985 
East Cowton Cricket Club Contact:  
Peter Clark 07730 656571 
Cowtons Football Club Contact:  
Paul Middleton 01325 378497 
North Cowton Women’s Institute 
Contact: President; Diane Nixon 01325 378480 
East Cowton CE (VC) Primary School:  
Head teacher: Mrs Helen Dudman 
Office: 01325 378347 
North & South Cowton Community Primary 
School: Head teacher: Richard Linsley.  
Office 01325 378240 
‘Benefice of The Wiske’ Mothers Union 
Contact: Jackie Blackwood 01609 881660 
 
 

The Parish of The Cowtons 

Part of ‘The Benefice of The Wiske’ 
No official vicar during the interregnum, but Revd. Lynn has kindly offered 

to continue to offer advice on baptisms, weddings & funerals. 
For all other enquiries, please contact our churchwarden. 

Revd. Lynn Thorius 01609 881451   mob. 07788862397lynnthorius12@btinternet.com 
Churchwarden: Christine Johnson 01325 378481 christinembj@hotmail.com 

Reserve contact: David Dennis 01325 378589 
Treasurer: Hazel Masterman 01325 378382 

Secretary: Babs Barber 01325 378897 babs.barber@ymail.com 
Magazine:  Jean Dennis   01325 378589   cowtonsparishnews@hotmail.co.uk 

WISKE BENEFICE WEBSITE :- https://www.wiskebenefice.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:ncvh.contact@gmail.com
mailto:lynnthorius12@btinternet.com
mailto:cowtonsparishnews@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.wiskebenefice.org/
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They return ‘home’, but discover that ‘home’ is no longer 
what they remembered.’ 

 

‘These have been strange and unsettling times, where much of what brought us comfort 
and security has been disturbed and disrupted. But whilst this is new for many of us, it is not 
new for the people of God. The creation narratives in Genesis speak of order being brought 
out of chaos. The Exodus has a people’s settled world being ruptured and them being driven 
out of the familiar into the strangeness of a desert where they had to lose before they could 
gain – to lament the loss of a world before being in a position to re-orientate towards a 
different future in a different place. Later the people are exiled not once but twice from the 
land of promise take time to live with their loss, learning to settle in a strange land and then, 
generations later, having to leave again. They return ‘home’, but discover that home is no 
longer what they remembered.’                                                 Rt Rev Bishop Nick Baines. 
 
I am writing this on the 15 June 2020 on the day when churches may open if they are ready 
and safe. There are many precautions to be put in place before they can open and indeed 
some churches may not open because they are unable to meet the safety regulations. So, as 
the country begins to emerge from lockdown we need to remember that many of the 
measures brought in could be with us for some time. It would be unrealistic and dangerous 
to expect an overnight return to normal. 
I have seen many a positive outcome of the lockdown. The ingenuity and continuing effort 
of people in our communities. People have been diligent about contacting neighbours to 
check on their health and how are they coping. Helping with shopping, collecting 
prescriptions and so much more. 
Where do we go from here? How can we build on this increased sense of connection and 
how can we maintain it? That is the challenge ahead.       
                                                                Revd. Lynn 

 
 

 
 

 

 
It has been difficult to gather details of people who have died over the last few months, 
especially as there have been no funeral services in our churches. 
Below are the names and details of those that I have found. Apologies to the families of those 
that I have missed.  
Please be assured that as a church, we always pray for ALL who have died and their families. 
 
Anne Barber (North Cowton) 
John Metcalfe (East Cowton) – died 11 April 
Bryn Davies (East Cowton) – died 17 April 
Sybil Phillips (late of East Cowton & past organist at North Cowton)– died 23 April 
Lilian Bamborough (Appleton Wiske) - died 28 April 
Ruby Fraser (North Cowton) - died 6 May 
Anne Lovelace (late of Birkby) – died 25 May 
Kate Wood (East Cowton)– died 2 June 
Edward (Tim) Johnstone (North Cowton) – died 12 June 
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Opening All Saints Church for private Prayer 

All Saints’ Church will re-open for private prayer and contemplation on Sunday 5th July 
from 10am till 4pm and every Sunday till further notice.  

We are delighted to open our doors again, although only in a limited way at present. 

In order to limit the risks of transmission of Covid 19, we ask you to adhere to these rules: 

• Please use the hand sanitiser provided before opening the door on entry and exit, 
and wash hands on returning home. 

• Keep to your right when entering and exiting, keeping your distance when others are 
present. 

• Use only open pews with one person to a 
pew unless from the same household/bubble 
to a maximum of 10 people in church at one 
time, unless some are together as above. 

• Do not enter if you have symptoms – contact 
NHS 119 for a test. 

• If symptoms develop after a visit, please call 
churchwarden on 01325 378481 

• Door to Annexe and its facilities will remain 
locked and car park closed. 

• Those shielding are requested not to enter 
until their advice changes. 

 

 

 

NO PUBLIC SERVICES can be held in 

churches at the present time, but Revd Lynn 
Thorius has set up Zoom sessions at 10am on Sundays for those who wish to 
join us for a simple communion service, lasting about 30 minutes.  
Please contact Revd Lynn for an invitation. lynnthorius12@btinternet.com   
 
Or Join the session direct: (be sure to log in in good time). 
Zoom Meeting:   
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/4969969066?pwd=a2JmeEV1NVJRcWJTbCtEemJrQ0VSZz09   
Meeting ID: 496 996 9066   Password: 4bZ90p 

The Church of England website is live streaming services and prayers. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online 

mailto:lynnthorius12@btinternet.com
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/4969969066?pwd=a2JmeEV1NVJRcWJTbCtEemJrQ0VSZz09
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online
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Kate Wood 
Church members were much saddened by the death of Kate on June 
2nd after a few years of declining health. She served on the Parochial 
Church Council and All Saints Church Committee for many years and 
took an active role in church services, leading intercessions and reading 
lessons. She took on the rather demanding role of Churchwarden for a 
period and was always prepared to work hard in the background for 
fund raising activities, usually with the refreshments team- an essential 
part of any event. We missed her quiet enthusiasm and dedicated 
service when she withdrew from church life and we send our deepest 
sympathy to David and sons Diccon and Tim. 
Her unswerving, and kindly, friendship will be greatly missed by her 
friends. 
 

The following is the text from Kate’s Eulogy which was read at her funeral on 12 June.  
As this was held under the current rules to reduce the spread of coronavirus, it was a small private 
cremation.  
Kate’s husband, David, has kindly consented for this to be shared with the wider community. 
 

‘Katy, who died on 2nd June of Alzheimers, was a wife, mother and teacher. She was born in 
Derbyshire and brought up in Liverpool in a large family of eleven children, Katy being the 
third. After qualifying as a teacher, she worked in Liverpool where she met and married her 
husband in 1970. She worked for a short time at Liverpool Library and encountered many 
well known faces there in what was an exciting time for the city. She once came face to face 
with a worse for the wear Allen Ginsberg prior to a poetry reading and showed typical fine 
judgement in giving him a wide berth. 
Following the birth of her first son in 1975 the family moved to North Yorkshire in 1976 and 
settled in East Cowton where Katy had her second son in 1978. She returned to teaching 
and, always wanting to help people, she became involved with All Saints' Church as well as 
volunteering at Oxfam's charity Shop in Northallerton where she made many friends. 
Katy loved walking and bird watching, pleasures cruelly taken away from her by her 
condition. She also enjoyed travelling, particularly to the Lake District, Northumberland and 
Scotland for walking and bird watching. 
 

Her most notable travel was a motoring journey through Europe and into what was then 
Czechoslovakia up to the Russian border. Katy did her share of the driving and thoroughly 
enjoyed racing lorries on the German autobahns, much to the consternation of her 
husband. 
 

When she received her diagnosis, Katy faced it with great courage. She accepted what was 
happening to her and what it meant to her future and was determined to make the best of 
her life. She never complained about what was happening to her. Her friends in the village 
were very kind to her, including her in short trips out. 
In her last years she needed help with the everyday tasks of looking after herself and was 
fortunate in having the wonderful assistance of Leeanne, her home carer with whom she 
had a special bond and who became a close friend and supported, not only Katy but also her 
family. 
On her death her family have received messages of condolence and sadness at her passing 
particularly mentioning her selflessness and kindness, especially to her younger brothers 
and sisters. 
 

Katy will be deeply missed by her husband and two sons, Diccon and Tim, and her many 
friends.’ 
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Now too frightened to go out 

Agoraphobia, the fear of open or 
crowded places, is on the rise. That is the 
warning from two charities who work to 
help those with anxiety problems. 
Calls to mental health organisations such 
as Sane and Anxiety UK have rocketed in 
recent weeks.  Both have extended their 
helpline hours in order to offer support. 
Sane has reported a 200 per cent rise in 
calls for help, and warns that residents 
of tower blocks and substandard 
housing are going to experience ‘more 
and more’ fear of going outside. 
Anxiety UK has reported more than 
double its normal calls and has recruited 
a large number of new volunteers to 
cope with the increased demand. 
If you would like to contact either, go 
to:   http://www.sane.org.uk   
or  https://www.anxietyuk.org.uk 
 
 

 

Tidal wave of sales coming 

“This summer will be an absolute bonanza for shoppers, and they should be 

selective and patient… discounting will continue throughout the summer.”  So 

says Clive Black, a retail analyst at Shore Capital. 

He explains that billions of pounds of winter stock is coming over to the UK in 

ships, but the retail warehouses are still full of unsold summer stock… “The 

magnitude of what has happened has never been seen in modern times.” 

No wonder, then, that some analysts predict that shops will offer up to 70 per 

cent off throughout July, August and September. 

 

http://www.sane.org.uk/
https://www.anxietyuk.org.uk/
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East Cowton CE Primary School 

 

From all at East Cowton School we hope you are keeping safe and well! 

Our lovely school has been open for key workers since lockdown began and 
from 5th June, we welcomed Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 back into school as per 
Government guidelines. 

It has been lovely to have more children back in to school. Having completed their first full 
week, there is a calm and purposeful atmosphere around school and children have adapted 
well to the new routines. Everything has gone really smoothly and we believe that the 
measures we have in place will keep our children and staff safe. 

Children at home and at school have been following the same curriculum which is available 
on the home learning page of our website. They have produced some wonderful work about 
the Ancient Greeks. We are so proud of the children who are working hard at home; 
whether they are producing lots of work, or just doing a tiny bit, we know everyone is trying 
their very hardest. 

We are very proud of the way our school community has pulled together and are very 
grateful of the support from all of our parents and East Cowton community. 

Stay Safe! 

 
 

 

High point of the day 

The Royal Mail reports that 45 per cent  

of us have been receiving more parcels 

since lockdown began. 53 per cent of us 

say that receiving parcels has become 

more important to us, while just over a 

third of us even admit that receiving our 

parcels has become a highlight of our 

day. 

There is a downside, however. Andrew 

Goodacre, chief executive of the British 

Independent Retailers Association, 

recently warned MPs that one in five 

high-street shops could close 

permanently as a result of the pandemic. 
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A NEW RECORD 
Women made up the majority of deacons 
ordained in the Church of England last year for 
the first time, according to new statistics 
published today. A total of 570 deacons were 
ordained in 2019, with women making up just 
over a half, or 51% of the new intake. Deacons 
are the first of three orders of ordained ministry. 
Whilst all clergy continue as deacons 
throughout, the majority are also ordained as 
priests at the end of their first year of ministry. 
The statistics show that women made up around 
32% of the 20,000 active clergy last year, with a 
growing proportion of senior posts such as 
Bishops, Archdeacons and Cathedral Deans, 
occupied by women, from 25% in 2018 to 27% 
last year. The number of stipendiary, or paid 
clergy, remained stable, at 7,700, between 2018 
and 2019, following a period of decline. There 
were 7,830 Readers or licensed lay ministers 
compared to just under 10,000 in 2010. Readers 
and licensed lay ministers are not ordained but 
can lead worship and preach in churches. 

 

 

 
 

 

God’s Garden 
A GARDEN is a funny thing; 
However much I try, 
Some plants will never seem to grow,  
They fade away, and die. 
I cannot say why this should be: 
Some flowers will never grow for me. 
 
I sometimes think, in paradise, 
That garden in the sky, 
The borders will be full of blooms, 
And none will ever die. 
And in that garden, I shall see  
The flowers that would not grow for me. 
 
From Green Fingers by Reginald Arkel 
 

 

Coronavirus and mental health 

The mental health impact of the 

lockdown could be felt for years to 

come, in similar ways to the Grenfell 

Tower disaster and the Manchester 

Arena bomb. 

So says a health chief, Claire 

Murdoch, who is the NHS England 

mental health director.  She has said 

that the service is preparing for a 

surge in referrals for conditions such 

as anxiety and depression. 

“We know from our Grenfell 

experience that not all need for 

clinical services materialises at the 

time and, indeed, there’s a very long 

tail and demand in trauma.” 
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FOOD BANK 
 
Thanks to the generosity of our residents, two loads have been 
taken to the Hambleton Foodshare headquarters in June.  
The volunteers who run it were very grateful as demand is still high 
Please continue to help by using the box in East Cowton Village Hall 
when it is open on Friday afternoons between 1.00pm and 4.00pm 
for the Post Office. 
   

Suggested items are on the box, listed in the Community Shop  
Window, and below:  
They can only take non-perishable items and preferably with a  
good period till use-by.  
They’re happy to receive not only tinned and packaged food stuffs, but toiletries, toilet roll and 
the like. They can use UHT milk, cereals, tea, coffee, jam, marmalade, biscuits, smaller packs 
sugar, canned goods including milk puddings, sponge puddings, fruit, soup, vegetables, 
potatoes, meats and fish. Also hotdogs, tinned pies, pasta etc and jars of pasta sauce. 
 

Demand at Hambleton Foodshare has risen from 50 food parcels a week to 350, so please think 
of others at this difficult time.  
For further information, contact Christine Johnson   01325 378481  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NORTH COWTON NEWS 

Bookstall for Bookworms! 

Many thanks to those who have contributed books to the Village Hall. 
Books are still available in the entrance porch, am to mid pm. 
Any further donations are most welcome. 
 

Simply Singers 

The choir continues to sing together using the zoom-us technology. It’s been 

good to see, sing and chat with everyone on screen whilst maintaining social 

distancing! 
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Buttercups – treasure in our countryside 
Buttercup! What a delicious name! Rumour has it that, as they were frequently to be found 
in meadows where cows grazed, they were responsible for butter’s yellow colouring.  So the 
name was an obvious choice. 
However, since buttercups are poisonous and therefore are avoided as far as possible by 
our four-footed friends, this is somewhat unlikely. But surely, we all remember having a 
buttercup held under our chin to see whether the reflection proved that we liked butter! 
The shiny surface of the petals actually has two real purposes. Firstly, to help attract insects 
and secondly to act as a kind of mirror to aid the temperature regulation of the plant’s 
reproductive organs. 
We are fortunate that buttercups do not suffer from the same unpopularity as other 
poisonous plants, because if eaten, not only do they taste nasty, but the poison will also 
cause blisters in the mouth of the consumer. Extensive handling can also damage the skin, 
but presumably the size of bunch that many of us picked as children did not count as 
‘extensive’. Fortunately, Health and Safety experts do not yet seem to have forbidden this 
source of pleasure for little people. Incidentally, the poison is reduced as the plant dries, 
and hay that includes buttercups is safe for cows and horses to eat. 
Buttercups help form the traditional view of the British countryside. Differing varieties range 
in height from small to quite tall and although at their peak in early summer, the golden 
blooms can often still be seen in mid-autumn. Jan Struther, who wrote ‘Lord of all 
hopefulness’ also wrote a children’s hymn entitled ‘Treasure’ It starts: 
Daisies are our silver, buttercups our gold; 
This is all the treasure we can have or hold. 
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EAST COWTON VILLAGE HALL 

AT TIME OF WRITING (15/06/20) things are much the same with 
the Friday afternoon P.O. being the only activity in the Hall.  
However, Lockdown-easing ‘tweaks’ continue - so who knows, 
perhaps some limited and guarded use of the Hall might occur in 
the not too distant future? 
As you will remember, our April AGM had to be postponed and we 
await and look forward to the situation to arrive when it can be 

safely reorganised - along with the general meeting we need to get that 
constitutional move towards a  CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation) back 
on the agenda.    
Any new information will be put on our noticeboard outside the Hall and on our 
Website - which has an updated NOTICEBOARD section. 
                          WEBSITE:   www.ECowtonVillageHall.Weebly.com 
 
But, regardless of the situation, we are still keen to hear from anybody who 
would be interested in joining the committee.  Having lost two members over 
the past 8 months we need new members to help push on into the future.  
Requisites: Keenness and Energy.   Contact our secretary or any committee 
member (see names etc below).  
  
The 100 CLUB  continues ‘on hold’ but, as said before, ALL  the missing monthly 
DRAWS will eventually be made and cheques issued to all the winners.  June is when 
yearly subscriptions are submitted; many are done painlessly via bank ‘standing 
orders’ ;  however some members prefer to pay by cash or cheque, so that is on hold 
for the moment but will be sorted when the situation permits  (£12 annual sub). 
 
The SPONSOR A CHAIR PROMOTION  ‘dozing’ at the moment 
but there have, up to now, been just over 30 chairs sponsored.   A 
good many of those sponsors had managed to pass on their money 
before the lockdown and some have managed since by posting 
cash or cheques through Stuart Barker’s letterbox (30 Wycliffe 
Road). If paying by cheque please make out to ECNVHA (£25 per 
chair).  Thanks very much!  P.S. It’s not too late to add your 
signature to the list …….by e-mail to Stuart.  
 
 
FOOD BANK Memo There is a box in the Village Hall which can be accessed 1pm to 
4pm on Fridays (pop-up P.O. period) where donations of non-perishable food items 
can be placed. Please help if you can (Hambleton ‘Foodshare’) - more information 
elsewhere in this magazine.  
 
 

 

 

Committee Members:  Stuart Barker, Chair, 07855 250107 / 01325378335, mail: 

stuartbarker44@btinternet.com * Peter Ball, Secretary, 07802 324570, mail: 
peteball@btinternet.com ;  *  John Tucker, Treasurer 01325378581; *Jim Crabbe, Hall 
Booking 07710 457741;   * Pauline Ayre;  *  Lynn Fyffe 100 Club 07746 298443;     
Barbara Hibbert;  *  Pam Richmond;  * John Walton. 
                                      Web: ECowtonVillageHall.Weebly.com 
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Why did God make mothers? 
Here are some of the answers seven-year-olds gave to the following questions… 
 
Why did God give you your mother and not some other mum? 
God knew she likes me a lot more than other kids’ mums like me. 
 

What kind of little girl was your mum? 
I don’t know because I wasn’t there, but my guess would be pretty bossy. 
 

What did your mum need to know about your dad before she married him? 
His last name. 
 

Why did your mum marry your dad? 
She got too old to do anything else with him. 
 

What’s the difference between mums & dads? 
Mum knows how to talk to teachers without scaring them 
. 

What would it take to make your mum perfect? 
On the inside she’s already perfect. Outside, I think some kind of plastic surgery. 

 

 

THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK 

Bishop Stephen Geoffrey Cottrell will be confirmed as 
the 98th Archbishop of York at 11am on Thursday 9 
July 2020, in a service broadcast entirely via video 
conference due to the Coronavirus restrictions. As 
Presiding Judge, the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Most Revd Justin Welby, has granted permission for 
the virtual service to take place.  

The service, which had been due to take place in York 
Minster, will be in two parts: a legal ceremony with 
readings, prayers and music; and a film marking the 
start of Bishop Stephen’s ministry as Archbishop of 
York.   

The service will include music from York Minster Choir and Manor Church of England 
Academy School (York). Young people from across the North of England, will read a letter 
written by the medieval religious scholar Alcuin of York. Bishop Stephen will offer his first 
address as Archbishop of York.  

The Confirmation of Election is the formal legal process that completes the appointment 
of senior bishops. Prior to the confirmation, the College of Canons of York Minster will 
have elected the Archbishop Designate as the Queen’s nominee for the post. At the start 
of the proceedings, he will give his consent to his appointment.  Following the reading of 
the Queen’s Letters Patent, legal documents supporting the appointment will be produced 
to show that all necessary procedures have been followed. At the conclusion, the election 
will be confirmed, and Bishop Stephen will become the Archbishop of York.  

The service will be available on the Church of England website and the arrangements for 
Bishop Stephen’s enthronement service will be announced later in the year 
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July 2020 

 Psalm Old Testament Epistle Gospel 

Sunday 5 July 
Trinity 4 

45. 10-end Genesis 24 v 
34-38, 42-49, 
58-end 

Romans 7 v 15-
25a 

Matthew 11 v 
16-19, 25-end 

Sunday 12 July 
Trinity 5  

119 v 105-112 Genesis 25 v 
19-end 

Romans 8 v 1-
11 

Matthew 13 v 
1-9, 18-23 

Sunday 19 July 
Trinity 6 

139 v 1-11,23-
24 

Genesis 28 v 
10-19a 

Romans 8 v 12-
25 

Matthew 13 v 
24-30, 36-43 

Sunday 26 July 
Trinity 7 

105 v 1-11. 45b Genesis 29 v 
15-28 

Romans 8 v 26-
end 

Matthew 13 v 
31-33, 44-52 

 

August 2020 

 Psalm Old Testament Epistle Gospel 

Sunday 2 August 
Trinity 8 

17 v 1-7, 16 Genesis 32 v 
22-31 

Romans 9 v 1-5 Matthew 14 v 
13-21 

Sunday 9 August 
Trinity 9 

109 v 1-6, 16-22 Genesis 37 v 1-
4, 12-28 

Romans 10 v 5-
15 

Matthew 14 v 
22-33 

Sunday 16 August 
Trinity 10 

133 Genesis 45 v 1-
15 

Romans 11 v 1-
2a, 29-32 

Matthew 15 v 
10-20, 21-28 

Sunday 23 August 
Trinity 11 

124 Exodus 1 v 8 - 2 
v 10 

Romans 12 v 1-
8 

Matthew 16 v 
13-20 

Sunday 30 August 
Trinity 12 

105 v 1-6, 23-
26, 45b 

Exodus 3 v 1-15 Romans 12 v 9-
end 

Matthew 16 v 
21-end 

 

The reasons for going to church 

Strange times we are living through. The future consequences of coronavirus are going to be 
challenging, to say the least. How will our churches fare when our buildings are allowed to re-open? 
One could say that the reasons for churchgoing can be put into three slots, ‘Culture’, ‘Faith’ and 
‘Community’. Many churchgoers would probably recognise in themselves elements of more than 
one. 
Culture is for those who feel comfortable in church. They like the history, the language, the buildings, 
the liturgy and the music, which have probably been a part of their lives since they were children. All 
hold comforting memories.   
Faith is a link with the meaning of life and its eternal promise, somewhere to seek guidance through 
worship and sacrament, and on which to lean in times of trouble. A belief in the words of Jesus that 
they are not on their own, even if sometimes it feels like it in this world. 
Community is for those who like coming to church or being associated with it as a flying buttress (a 
phrase of Winston Churchill, who described himself as someone who supports the church from the 
outside). They don’t have to have a commitment to the faith of the Church but are sympathetic and 
don’t mind being with those who do. 
It is likely that the ‘old normality’ will not be the ‘new normality’ and this provokes a few thoughts: 
* How many people, now out of the habit of regular community worship, will wish to return to it? 
* How many people on the periphery of church life, will come back to it, at least in the short term? 
* How many of those who have had a regular commitment to the church, for example by serving at 
the altar or in its refectories, singing in choirs, doing flowers, ringing bells and polishing brasses will 
feel that this is a good time to make a break and do something different?    
As church people, we must consider where we go from here. The Church, everywhere in the infected 
world, will need to know our answer to its call. To thrive, it needs us back. 
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It’s lovely to see so many people getting out and enjoying a walk in the sunshine.  
One place to visit is the graveyard at East Cowton. With part of the graveyard set-aside as a 
wildflower area, there’s always something to see. These are red campions, replacing the 
beautiful daffodils from the spring. Chris Johnson, who cares for, and encourages the 
wildflower area, also spotted Star of Bethlehem for the first time, but it's not very 
photogenic! 
 

 

What will your office life be like? 
 
The days of ‘hot desking’, sitting opposite one another, lending your colleagues a pen, 
or chatting while making tea together are over. Instead, when we get back to work, 
desks will be spaced out, and factory-style shift times may be introduced. 
“Coronavirus has turned everything upside down,” says Janet Pogue McLaurin, a 
Gensler workplace expert. “Before we can ask people to return to the office, we’ve got 
to make sure they feel safe, healthy and valued in their workplace.” 
 
And – vitally important: “Employees must not assume that now they have returned to 
work, they no longer need to keep away from people. Unless people are wearing face 
masks, the 6ft social distancing rule should apply in the physical workspace until there 
is a vaccine and the coronavirus is no longer a health threat.” 
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All in the month of July                   It was: 

 
175 years ago, on 4th July 1845 that Thomas 
Barnardo, Irish humanitarian and 
philanthropist was born. He founded 
Barnardo’s, a charity which cares for 
vulnerable children and young people. 
 

Also 175 years ago, on 17th July 1845 that 
Charles Grey, 2nd Earl Grey, British Prime 
Minister (1830-34) died. Earl Grey tea was 
named after him after he was given a gift of 
tea flavoured with bergamot oil. It was known 
as the Earl Grey’s blend. 
 

150 years ago, on 18th July 1870 that the 
Vatican issued the declaration of Papal 
Infallibility. It preserved the Pope from the 
possibility of error when he defined a doctrine 
concerning faith or morals to be held by the 
whole Catholic Church. 
 

100 years ago, on 17th July 1920 that Kenneth 
Wolstenholme, British football commentator, 
was born. Best remembered for his famous 
commentary at the 1966 World Cup Final: 
“Some people are on the pitch…they think it’s 
all over…. It is now!” – as the last goal was 
scored. 
 

90 years ago, on 7th July 1930 that Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, British writer who created the 
detective Sherlock Holmes, died. 
 

80 years ago, on 10th July 1940 to 31st 
October 1940: The Battle of Britain took place.  
British victory. 
 

75 year ago, on 5th July 1945 that WWII 
leader Winston Churchill lost the British 
General Election to Clement Attlee’s Labour 
Party. 
 

70 years ago, on 5th July 1950 that Israel’s 
Knesset passed the Law of Return, which 
granted all Jews the right to immigrate to 
Israel. 
 

65 years ago, on 9th July 1955 that the song 
‘Rock Around the Clock’ by Bill Haley and His 
Comets reached #1 on the Billboard chart in 
the USA.  It remained there for eight weeks. 
Although not the first rock & roll song, it is 

considered the song that brought rock & roll 
into the mainstream. 
 

60 years ago, on 6th July 1960 that Aneurin 
(‘Nye’) Bevan, Minister of Health (1945-51) 
who led the establishment of the National 
Health Service, died. 
 

40 years ago, on 5th July 1980 that Swedish 
tennis player Bjorn Borg won the Wimbledon 
singles championship for a record fifth 
consecutive time. 
 

30 years ago, on 17th July 1990 that Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein threatened to use 
force against Kuwait and the United Arab 
Emirates to stop them driving down oil prices.  
On 24th July Iraq sent tens of thousands of 
troops and hundreds of tanks to the border 
with Kuwait, ahead of an invasion on 2nd 
August which led to the Gulf War. 
 

25 years ago, on 11th July 1995 that the 
Srebrenica Massacre took place. The Bosnian 
Serb Army seized control of Srebrenica and 
massacred 8,000 men and boys. 
 

Also 25 years ago, on 16th July 1995 that 
Amazon.com opened its website to the public. 
 

20 years ago, on 25th July 2000 that an Air 
France Concorde crashed outside Paris shortly 
after taking off for New York. All 109 people 
on board were killed, as well as four people 
on the ground. 
 

15 years ago, on 7th July 2005 that the 
London Bombings took place.  A coordinated 
series of four suicide bomb attacks on 
London’s transport systems during the 
morning rush hour killed 56 people, including 
the four bombers. More than 700 were 
injured.  It was the worst-ever attack on 
Britain, and the country’s first attack by 
suicide bombers. 
 

Also 15 years ago, on 28th July 2005 that the 
IRA ended its 30-year armed campaign in 
Northern Ireland and ordered all units to 
dump their weapons.  Its leadership stated 
that they would continue their campaign 
exclusively through peaceful means. 
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Keep us, good Lord, 

under the shadow of your mercy 

in this time of uncertainty and distress. 

Sustain and support the anxious and fearful, 

and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may rejoice in your comfort 

knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 

in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 

Our Daily Bread 
 

Give us we pray 
The bread we need today 
Or, Lord, at least 
Provide us with some yeast! 
  
We’ll feast our eyes 
To see the yeast-dough rise 
No fun we lack 
When we then knock it back. 
  
Once more it proves, 
Then to the oven moves 
And then we haste 
That nice fresh bread to taste! 
  

By Nigel Beeton 
 

The Deadline for the September Magazine is 15 August 

To ensure a digital copy of Cowtons News directly from our editor, contact 

Jean on cowtonsparishnews@hotmail.co.uk  
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